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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 


W e rely on the community to help us tackle 

crime every day. Crime prevention is now the 
foundation of all good law enforcement strategies 
and we recognise the important role the community 
plays in policing. 

Recently, I had the pleasure of going out on the 
road and meeting with communities across Victoria 
to update you on the progress of Victoria Police’s 
five-year plan The Way Ahead 2008-13. 

Meeting people face-to-face offers an excellent 
opportunity for me to talk about what our 
organisation has achieved at the half-way mark, 
as well as answer your questions. 

I was able to talk about how crimes such as 
property damage, theft of motor vehicles and 


robberies have decreased, and tell you how we 
are working on maintaininga highly visible police 
presence through initiatives like the Safe Streets 
Taskforce and the Operations Response Unit. 

I also spoke of the challenges ahead. 

Making people safer on public transport will be 
our focus this year, as well as fighting serious and 
organised crime and policing the roads to reduce the 
road toll even further. 

I enjoyed hearing what issues you are concerned 
about and lookforward to sharing more of these 
experiences with you. 


SIMON OVERLAND, APM 
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MAKING NEWS 


FOR THE LATEST POLICE NEWS VISIT 
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SEMI-AUTOMATICS 

.01 Victoria Police members 
undertake a four-day course 
before receiving their personally- 
issued semi-automatic pistols. 



MORETHAN 600 POLICE HAVE BEEN ISSUED WITH SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
PISTOLS AS PART OF VICTORIA POLICE’S FIREARMS ROLLOUT 


A SAFER VICTORIA 


EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


V ictoria Police has come a long 
way since the mid-1800s when 
its members had to purchase their 
own firearms or not carry any at all. 

In the late 1800s, police were 
issued with revolvers, however, 
many never had the opportunity to 
fire their weapons during training. 


FIREARM FACTS 

' ] The Chief Commissioner of Police has the authority to allow police to 
use and hold a firearm while on duty. If police want to use a firearm while 
not on duty, they must have a gun licence. 

11 Each SAP is transported from the United States, checked by Customs 
and Victoria Police, transported and securely stored as well as being 
recorded, licensed and quality assurance checked before being issued 
to police. 

[ ] Thirty-eight police stations have been modified to accommodate 
additional gun safes for the SAPs as well as facilities that allow 
members to safely load and unload their weapons. 

I ] Testing of the SAPs was conducted by 41 police including experienced 
members, recruits, members from Victoria Police’s Armoury and 
Operational Tactics and Safety Training instructors. 

' ] More than 40,000 days of SAP training will be held over 18 months at 
more than 22 training venues across the state. 

[ 1 During training, more than 587 rounds of ammunition are used by 
each police member. 


Today, a comprehensive four-day 
training course dedicated to the 
use of semi-automatic pistols 
(SAPs) is completed before police 
are issued with their firearms. 

The introduction of SAPs to 
Victorian operational police 
began in November. 

An 18-month tender and 
selection process allowed the 
project team to select the most 
suitable firearm for Victoria 
Police as well as a holster, 
ammunition and personally 
-issued tactical light. 

The Firearms Replacement 
Project’s Acting Superintendent 
Terence Jackson said the selection 
of the .40 calibre Smith and Wesson 
was a step in the right direction for 
the organisation. 

“It’s a more modern piece 
of equipment that’s extremely 
reliable,” he said. 


“It’s a step up from what Victoria 
Police has been operating with. 

We have had the .38 revolver for 
over 30 years and before that 
we had an unreliable .32 semi¬ 
automatic pistol.” 

The SAPs are personally-issued 
and have additional safety features 
including a 15-round magazine, 
instead of six-rounds, which means 
members should not need to reload 
their weapon in a critical incident. 

They also have a tactical light, 
which allows for improved lighting 
if needed, without having to carry 
around a large torch. 

“The semi-autos are configured 
with ambidextrous controls, so 
they can be better suited to right 
and left-handed users and can 
be fitted to people with small or 
large hands,” A/Supt Jackson said. 

“The members who have 
participated in the training so 
far have been impressed with 
the equipment and are confident 
using it.” 

The rollout of the SAPs is 
expected to be completed 
next year. ■ 
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SMALLTALK 


VOXPOP 


WHAT POLICING ISSUES ARE MORE PREVALENT 


I CONSTABLE MICHELLE RYAN 

I MELTON POLICE STATION 

. JW Alcohol is a key contributor to the majority of jobs 

I police attend over summer. This includes road trauma, 
I assaults, family violence, youth drinking and property 
jfl damage. Everyone likes a drink from time to time 
r but, unfortunately, not everyone can manage to do so 

responsibly. 



CONSTABLE CHRIS JACKMAN 

MELTON POLICE STATION 
Coming into the summer months we deal with 
more alcohol-related offences. We have more 
people attending licensed premises and therefore 
an increase in offences including drink-driving and 
alcohol-fuelled violence. 


SENIOR CONSTABLE CHIQUITA LINEHAM 

DANDENONG POLICE STATION 

Assault-related crimes go up because of the increased 
consumption of alcohol. There are also greater numbers 
of people attending nightclubs, parties and other 
festivities due to the better weather and warmer nights. 


POLLPOSITION 


LAST EDITION'S POLL QUESTION:^ 

DO YOU THINK TAKING YOUNG OFFENDERS TO 
SPEAK TO VICTIMS OF SERIOUS CRIMES WILL MAKE 
THEM THINK TWICE ABOUT THEIR BEHAVIOUR? 

YES 62 % NO 23 % MAYBE 15 % 

THIS EDITION'S ONLINE POLL QUESTION IS: % 

Do you think having drug detection dogs at events can help 
to deter drug use? 

OYes ONo O Sometimes 

Vote online now atwww.police.vic.gov.au/policelife on the Internet. 




This method rewards the dogs with food for 
accurate detection. If the dogs do not detect, 
or falsely detect, a stash they are not given a 
treat. The dogs quickly learn the importance 
of accurate detection using this method. 


DID YOU KNOW? 

PASSIVE ALERT DETECTION DOGS 
ARE TRAINED TO DETECT DRUGS BY 
INTERNATIONALLY-RECOGNISED ODOUR 
RECOGNITION REWARD TRAINING. 


POLICEFACT 


7 "~ 


.J. 


NBOX 


POLICE LIFE LOVES HEARING WHAT 
YOU THINK ABOUTTHE MAGAZINE, 

YOUR LOCAL POLICE AND VICTORIA 
POLICE IN GENERAL. 

WRITE, FAX OR EMAI L POLICE LIFE 
AT: POLICE LIFE, PO BOX 415, 
MELBOURNE, 3005. 

FAX: 9247 5982 

EMAIL: policelife-mgr@police.vic.gov.au 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 
( @Q(L VICTORIA POLICE PRIZE PACK! 
SEE WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ 
POLICELIFE FOR MORE DETAILS. 
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@jmacstepback Thanks to@ 
VictoriaPolice’s World Trade Centre 
team who processed my national 
check super fast! I love you guys. 

@CFA_CONNECT (©Victoria Police 
are continuing their great work 
on Twitter to keep the community 
informed on the flood crisis. 

@QPSmedia Our thoughts are with 
our colleagues (©VictoriaPolice as 
they deal with their own flood crisis. 

@cait (©VictoriaPolice Thanks for 
giving up your family time to keep 
us safe this holiday season. 


SUPER-QUICK RESPONSE 

I want to thank the Knox police 
members who attended an incident 
on 9 October at 2.30am in our street 
so quickly. 

Ayoung man forced his way into 
my home and was ranting abuse. 

He was then walking up and down 
the street yelling and standing in the 
middle of the road. 

I was initially concerned for my 
family’s safety and then concerned 
he would get run over. 

I called Knox police station 
and they arrived really quickly, 
as did an ambulance. 

I want to thank the police for 
their quick response, it is fantastic 
to know you guys are there when 
things like this go on. It is probably 
common practice for you but not 
for us especially when I have two 
small children in the house. 

A big thankyou. 

V. NAYLOR 
ROWVILLE 


HORRIFIC ORDEAL 

My daughter, her friend and I 
were visiting Melbourne on 
Saturday, 16 October. 

I went back to the motel 
while they went out and was 
woken by a phone call from my 
daughter’s mobile. 

I expected it to be her on the 
other end of the phone, but instead 
it was a man stating that my 
daughter was being assaulted. 

I called triple zero and the 
operator was fantastic, calming 
me down and giving me advice on 
whatto do if he called again. 

After 45 minutes of calls from 
this man, I finally found out where 
my daughter was and informed 
the police who met me at Crown 
casino. The police were calming 
and supportive. 

Thankfully my daughter and her 
friend were found and were fine. 

She had lost her mobile phone.The 
man on the phone was just getting 
his kicks. 

Thank you to the police who aided 
me on that night. I take my hat off to 
all police members who have to deal 
with this and worse types of conflict 
on a daily basis. 


CHARITY WALK ASSISTANCE 

Shane Crawford and The Footy 
Show recently organised the 
‘That’s What I’m Walkin’About’ 
fundraising walk. The 760 
kilometre trek commenced in 
Adelaide on 5 September and 
concluded in Melbourne on 
16 September and raised more 
than $500,000 for the Breast 
Cancer Network. 

During the walk, Shane travelled 
through many regional centres 
and attracted large crowds. The 
planning, professionalism and 
assistance provided by Victoria 
Police ensured the smooth running 
of this event and, in particular, 
maintained the safety of the 
public and those involved. 

Please pass on our thanks to the 
police concerned as their efforts 
were very much appreciated. 

JEFFREY BROWN 

CHANNEL9 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 




J. STEWART 
WODONGA 
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BEHINDTHEBADGE 


MAHASUKKAR 


RANK Senior Constable 

AGE 36 

GRADUATED November2004 

ROLE Multicultural Liaison Officer (MLO) 


WHAT DOES YOUR WORK INVOLVE? As an MLO with the Southern 
Metropolitan Multicultural Liaison Unit, my core focus is to provide a link 
between multicultural communities and Victoria Police. 

The increasingly diverse nature of the Victorian community has resulted 
in a need for policing policies and practices to reflect the multicultural 
aspect of our society. This is where my job as an MLO is important as I 
am able to liaise with police and the community to ensure information 
and communication is effectively exchanged. 

An important part of my daily duties is presenting information about 
the role of police and an individual’s rights and responsibilities to 
migrants, refugees and new arrivals to Victoria. I conduct these sessions 
in local venues and enjoy showing these people that police are friendly, 
approachable and hereto help. 

I also assist in training recruits at the Victoria Police Academy on 
multicultural awareness and liaise with local police about issues they 
may be facing with multicultural communities in their region. 

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES YOU FACE? A big challenge faced 
by MLOs is effectively increasing knowledge and awareness of 
multicultural communities among police. It is important that all police 
have an understanding of the diversity in their local area to ensure a 
proactive approach to policing is maintained. 

WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT YOUR JOB? I love that my job provides me 
with the opportunity to give back to the community that accepted me 
as a migrant. I also love the flexibility and diversity of my role, along with 
being able to work with refugee children. Every day is different when 
you are working with new and emerging communities. 



Sen Const Sukkar was presented with the Australasian Council for Women 
and Policing’s Highly Commended Bravery Award in November. She received 
the award in recognition other work in multicultural communities over the 
post six years. 



EQUIPMENTSHOWCASE 


CR ME SCENE 


FROM CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION 
MAJOR COLLISIONS, CRIME SCENE NU 
HAVE AN IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY 




rime scene numbers are simple 
in appearance, but vitally 
important to police operations. 

The numerical signs are 
used across Victoria Police to 
identify and define key evidence 
at crime scenes. 

Photographs are taken of the 
evidence highlighted by crime 
scene numbers, ensuring a 


consistent connection to the crime 
scene is documented for further 
police investigation. 

Information gathered through 
photographs and crime scene 
numbers also provides an 
important visual representation 
and chronology of events when 
presenting a case to a jury. 


BLUETUBE 



VIDEO FEATURE 

RECRUIT FEATURES ON BLUETUBE. 


R ecruit Rowan Epstein gives an all-access tour of the Victoria Police 
Academy in Glen Waverley, providing viewers a glimpse of the 
grounds and its facilities. 

In the training village, Recruit Epstein takes viewers through 
the mock petrol station used to train police in dealing with petrol 
drive-offs and a bank used for armed robbery training. 

Also see the replicated court and interview rooms where recruits 
become familiar with environments that will become very real once 
they are sworn-in as police. 

The video offers a revealing look at where and how trainees become 
police. It is one of many behind-the-scenes videos at the Academy. 

Get the latest video updates about Victoria Police, safety messages 
and police operations on Victoria Police’s YouTube channel, BlueTube, 
at www.youtube.com/VPBlueTube on the Internet. 


E«Q 
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BRIEFING 


VICTORIA POLICE 



I.Safe 

roads 

Victoria recorded 287 
fatalities on the state’s 
roads last year, the lowest 
road toll since records 
began In 1952. 

Deputy Commissioner (Road 
Policing) Kieran Walshe said 
the 287 deaths were still not 
acceptable and that police, 
VicRoads, TAC and other 
partners would be working 
together to reduce road 
trauma further this year. 



2 . Fugitive 
captured 

J ames D’Zilva, who allegedly stabbed a 
policeman on 7 December, was arrested 
on 3 January after a month-long chase. 

The 33-year-old managed to evade capture 
by allegedly sprinting bare-foot through the 
foothills of the Dandenongs before being 
spotted by police in Richmond. 

D’Zilva was charged with attempted 
murder and was remanded in custody 
before appearing at the Melbourne 
Magistrates’Court on 6 January. He 
will reappear on 31 March. 



3 . Karmein Chan 

Police offered a $100,000 reward for information 
about the abduction and murder of 13-year-old 
Karmein Chan in 1991. 

The teenager was taken from her home in 
Templestowe on 13 April by a man wearing a 
balaclava. Her body was found in Edgars Creek, 
Thomastown, almost one year later and despite 
an exhaustive investigation, the murder remains unsolved. 

4 . Speeding jet ski stopped 

I n a Victorian first, a 20-year-old Coburg man 
had his jet ski impounded by Water Police 
in January. 

Police pursued the man down the ^ 

Yarra River after allegedly clocking ^ 
his jet ski travelling at about 40 knots in 
a five knot zone at about 1,40pm. 

The man was arrested and interviewed after he drove his jet ski onto 
the sand near Kerford Road Pier. 



ADD SPOT' 




mh 
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LOCUST LOCK-UP 

Echuca police station’s cell block recently 
contained a different type of guest - locusts. 
To the surprise of police on duty, the cell 
block was invaded by locusts in December. 

The locusts spread from the nearby Rich 
River Golf Club, where locusts covered the 
grass like a tarpaulin. After three days, 
the pests moved on from the cell block to 
greener, tastier pastures. The outbreak of 
locusts that descended on Victoria late last 
year was considered to be the state’s worst 
plague in 75 years. 



BOUYED BY DOLLY 

Police and SES were called to an 
unusual river rescue at Warrandyte 
North on 16 January. 

A19-year-old man and 19-year-old 
woman were floating down the Yarra 
River on two inflatable dolls about 4.30pm 
when the water became turbulent and the 
woman lost her grip on the doll. 

She grabbed hold of a tree that was 
floating in the river and was joined by 
the man who stayed with her and yelled 
for help until emergency services arrived. 

The pair were given lifejackets by a nearby 
kayaker before the SES arrived with an 
inflatable boat to rescue them. 

The pair did not require medical 
attention. However, the fate of the 
inflatable dolls is unknown. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS: WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF POLICING? 




o SWEDEN 

I A Swedish man caught driving nearly 10 times 
| over the legal blood alcohol limit has been 
i acquitted of drink-driving as the court could 
| not rule out the possibility he was sleepwalking. 

| The 51-year-old allegedly woke after his car 
| catapulted into a ditch. He was wearing his 
| nightshirt, tracksuit pants and slippers.The 
| court tossed out the drink-driving charges after 
| the man’s doctor stated he had taken pills, 

! which had previously led to him sleepwalking. 


Q USA 

Police from Washington, Pennsylvania were 
disgusted when they arrived at what appeared 
to be a gory murder scene, but were left 
laughing after realising it was the set of a 
horror movie. The hotel room was covered with 
blood, had alcohol bottles scattered on the 
floor, vulgar words written on the walls and even 
featured a piece of scalp with hair still attached. 
It took the stunned investigators eight hours to 
realise the blood was fake. 



7 Car crash 
leads to 
drugfind 


5. Rood fears 

A s Victoria Police members assisted 
Queensland in their flood clean-up, 
floods also inundated parts of Victoria. 
Flooding affected thousands of people 
and properties across 58 towns, including 
Kerang, Horsham and Warracknabeal. 
Members were deployed to flood stricken 
areas to help with traffic management, 
evacuations and more. 


W illiamstown police 
got more than they 
bargained for when they 
were called to a collision 
on the Westgate Freeway 
at 3.45pm on 1 January. 

Police arrived to find the 
27-year-old driver allegedly 
underthe influence of drugs 
and seized 100 ecstasy 
tablets, a quantity of GHB 
and cash from the man’s 
vehicle. A search of the 
man’s Werribee address also 
allegedly found more GHB 
and cannabis. 

The man was charged 
with 12 offences including 
trafficking ecstasy, reckless 
conduct endangering life 
and driving offences. 


6 . Operation Aegis 

Police removed 12,585 speeding motorists and 1560 drink drivers from 
Victorian roads during the state’s biggest Christmas and New Year holiday 
road blitz, Operation Aegis. 

Cracking down on speeding, distracted and dangerous drivers, the operation 
detected 37,400 traffic offences and saw police breath-test more than 
one million drivers between 17 December and 9 January. 

There were 18 fatalities over the holiday period, five less than during the 
same period last year. 

Road Policing Superintendent Neville Taylor said while Operation Aegis is a 
significant step in the right direction towards reducing road trauma, drivers 
must take responsibility for their actions and support police as they work to 
reduce carnage. 


8 . Cat-astrophe avoided 


A 27-year-old Mudgegonga driver said her hungry cat was the reason she 
was caught drink-driving in January. 


9 . Stop 
sticks end 
pursuit 

Quick-thinking police 
from Victoria’s north-west 
used stop sticks to end 
a 60 kilometre pursuit 
in Warracknabeal in 
December. 

The pursuit began when 
Horsham police attempted 
to check a vehicle before 
it sped off towards the 
Henty Highway. 

Police in Warracknabeal 
responded quickly, using 
stop sticks to bring the car 
to a halt. A small quantity 
of marijuana was also 
found in the vehicle. 

Three South Australian 
men, aged 18,19 and 20, 
were charged with drug 
offences and the 19-year- 
old was also charged with 
driving offences. 


P olice nabbed 117 drivers and 
motorcyclists during Operation 
Traction, a two-night blitz in Carlton 
on 7 and 8 January. 

The operation saw uniform and plain clothed 
police focusing on motorcyclists drink¬ 
driving, speeding and failing to give way. 

Melbourne Highway Patrol’s Senior 
Sergeant Simon Stevens said the aim was to 
reduce trauma by improving motorcyclists’ 
awareness and compliance of road rules. 

“We are extremely concerned about the 
reckless behaviour displayed by some 
motorcyclists,” he said. 



The unlicensed woman was allegedly intercepted by 

Yackandandah police while on her way home from 
the supermarket where she had been to buy cat food. 

She was breath-tested, returning a 
reading of 0.242. 

The woman will face the Wogonga 
Magistrates’ Court at a later date. 



10 . Operation 
Traction 


NUMBER CRUNCHING 
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This is the number of grass fires that 
were deliberately lit in Victoria over the 
j summer 2009-10 period. Operation 
: Firesetter will be targeting suspicious, 
intentional or reckless bushfire activity 

1 on high-risk fire days to reduce arson. 

A family of four escaped 
injury after a taxi crashed 
into their house in 

Sunshine. The 24-year-old 
driver allegedly had a blood 
alcohol reading of .124. 

A 48-year-old Research man will appear 
before the Heidelberg Magistrates’ Court 
on 18 February charged with four counts 
of theft after a large amount of stolen 
underwear was allegedly seized from 
his apartment last November. 

The last person to die on 
Victoria’s roads last year was 
a 57-year-old woman in a 
head-on collision on the 

Pyrenees Highway, Moolort, at 
about 1pm on 31 December. \ 

The Horsham Police Service Area recorded 
a 28.3 per cent decrease in crime. The area 
recorded 6310 offences between October 
2009 and September 2010, a significant 
reduction from the 8804 between October 
/ 2008 and September 2009. 
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COVER STORY 


DOG’S SENSE 

.01 A man attempts to conceal 
amphetamines in his pants 
but is quickly sniffed out by 
Frisco the PAD dog. 

.02 Sen Const Adams and Frisco train 
for events where the dog’s skills 
will be put to the test 




WHETHERYOU DOUSE YOUR DRUGS IN PERFUME, WRAP THEM IN 
TINY BALLOONS OR BURYTHEM IN THE DEPTHS OF YOUR BACKPACK, 
THE DOG SQUAD IS SURETO SNIFFTHEM OUT 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 
& ALEX MCKAY 

I t is New Year’s Day. The Dog 
Squad’s friendly Labradors wag 
their tails in excitement as the first 
of more than 25,000 trendy, tanned 
and tattooed revellers begin to 
flood through the gates of what will 
be the Squad’s biggest operation of 
the year - Summadayze. 

While most flock to the dance 
festival to celebrate the New 
Year by jumping around in sweaty 
crowds and pumping their fists 
in the air, others have something 
less innocent in mind. 

It is barely 10am. Stormy clouds 
blanket the Sidney Myer Music 
Bowl in Melbourne, where a deep 
thud of bass signals the festival 
has begun. 

To the left, a row of white 
tents are erected next to several 
police cars and a bus. A cluster of 
uniform police working Operation 
Summadayze are huddled together, 
being briefed about the day ahead. 

But, as the members prepare, 
Frisco, a black Passive Alert 
Detection (PAD) dog, is already 
hard at work. 


He swings his head sharply, 
tugs against his lead, and 
scurries towards a man lining 
up to go inside. 

The friendly dog is far from 
the stereotypical teeth-bearing, 
barking-mad police dog often 
seen on television. Playfully, he 
approaches the man, almost 
smiling as he sits down next to 
the drug trafficker. 

Frisco’s job is done. 

He is rewarded with a doggy 
treat by his handler, Senior 
Constable Andy Adams, and the 
man knows he has been caught. 

He tries to run, but more police 
are waved over and he is captured 
before being taken away to be 
interviewed, searched, and charged 
with drug trafficking. 

“We are looking for two different 
types of people - traffickers and 
users,” Sen Const Adams explained. 

“It is a common misconception 
that we are here to arrest and 
charge every person we find in 
possession of drugs. This isn’t 
the case. 

“Our aim is to eliminate the 
traffickers who are providing 
drugs to users. 

“Our goal when targeting users 
is quite different. If it is their first 
offence, which in most cases it 
is, they are directed onto a drug 
diversion program where they avoid 


being charged with an offence 
if they agree to attend 
two counselling sessions. 

“The traffickers are the real 
problem. They think they can take 
advantage of these people to make 
a buck, but really what they are 
doing is riskingyoung lives. We 
want these people off the streets.” 

The influx of patrons thickens 
as the morning wanes and the sun 
creeps from behind the clouds. 

A chorus of gasps and squeals 
from young women delighted by the 
‘cute dogs’ makes it clear the Dog 
Squad’s presence is welcome, to 
the non-drug users at least. 

The next person detected is a 
young woman. She is clearly shaken 
when Frisco takes a seat next to 
her and Sen Const Adams nods to 
the uniform police. 

But today is her lucky day. It is 
her first offence and she will not 
be charged. 

Her drugs are confiscated and 
she is escorted into the large 
bus where the drug-diversion 
counsellors await. 

Although some tears are 
shed, she cooperates with the 
counsellor as she is given details 
of her drug diversion. 


She offers several apologies and 
mumbles how “stupid” she was 
before accepting her wrongdoing, 
thankingthe counsellors and police 
before leaving the tent. 

Back outside, the dogs are still 
hard at work. They are clearly a 
hit with not only the patrons but 
also the film crew from television’s 
reality show Send in the Dogs, who 
have been following the Squad’s 
day-to-day events. 

“We used to use German 
Shepherds before we introduced 
the Labradors in 2004,” Sen 
Const Adams explained to the 
cameraman.“It was clearthe public 
found the German Shepherds 
intimidating, which is exactly what 
we didn’t want. We’re not here to 
scare people or make them feel 
threatened in anyway. 

“There is also a common 
misconception that the dogs 
target individuals.This is also 
false. They are actually screening 
the air space around them. They 
do not discriminate against a 
particular person whatsoever.” 

Like all police members, the PAD 
dogs undergo a tough selection 
process. The dogs are provided by 
the Custom’s Breeding Program 
and spend a number of days being 
assessed by Victoria Police. 

“The reward for identifying an 
amphetamine is food,” Sen Const 
Adams said. “So having a strong 
food drive is imperative. 

“After stringent assessment 
processes, one in five dogs will 
make it into the Dog Squad.” 

The dog is then assigned to a 
police member. They work and 
live with their handlers. 
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“Frisco is a really good dog,” - 
Sen Const Adams smiled, 

“even at home, if he’s outside 
and starts to bark, you know 
something’s not right. 

“You can’t help but form a 
strong bond with them. When 
the dogs retire, most members 
will keep them on as pets. 

“After working with them for 
so long it definitely wouldn’t be 
easy to let them go.” 

Summdayze saw 59 people 
detected for carrying drugs. Of that, 
51 were issued a drug diversion, 
while eight were deemed as drug 
traffickers and charged by police. 
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THE POLICE CORONIAL SUPPORT UNIT’S OBJECTIVE IS TO‘PREVENT 
PREVENTABLE DEATHS’. POLICE LIFE DISCOVERED THE ROLE POLICE 
PLAY WHEN DEATH COMES KNOCKING UNEXPECTEDLY IN VICTORIA. 


I n March 2006 a man built his 
own aeroplane in Mildura and 
took his 10-year-old son on a flight 
to visit friends for his birthday. Bad 
weather was forecast for later in 
the evening so the man decided to 
fly home early to ensure he missed 
the storm. 

Unfortunately, the wild weather 
hit earlier than expected and, as 
the man tried to land the plane, he 
got into trouble and crashed into a 
nearby shed, killing himself and his 
son instantly. 

Aviation deaths are just one of 
the responsibilities of members 
in the Police Coronial Support 
If) nit, formerly the State Coroners 
Assistance Unit. 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
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PREVENTING THE PREVENTABLE 

.01 Immigrants going to Australian 
beaches need to be prepared for 
the dangers water can pose. 

.02 Police investigate the crime scene 
of the Mildura plane crash. 



.02 


"When a case goes to an inquest, the work of 
the police is rot necessarily about finding 
someone to blame, but investigating what went 
wrong and assisting in recommendations to 
prevent the same thing happening again," 



Leading Senior Constable Remo 
Antolini assisted the Coroner during 
the coronial inquest regardingthe 
death of the pilot and his son. This 
involved coordinating and calling 
witnesses at the inquest as the 
Coroner’s assistant. 

He investigated the deaths 
and then presented his findings 
at the inquest. 

“When a case goes to an 
inquest, the work of the police 
is not necessarily about 
finding someone to blame, but 
investigating what went wrong 
and assisting in recommendations 
to prevent the same thing 
happening again,” he said. 

LdgSen Const Antolini 
said the job provided variety. 

“It is never boring and you get 
a real range of cases. You could 
be looking at anything from product 
safety to collisions, suicides to 
industrial accidents. 


“In this particular inquest I had 
the opportunity to learn about 
planes, how they are made, how 
they fly and how they work,” he said. 

The unit is part of the 
Prosecutions Division and Inspector 
Paul Hayes said its members had 
many responsibilities. 

“Our members have a very varied 
role. They are there to assist other 
members in their investigations 
into sudden deaths, they provide 
support and help to cover all bases 
for avenues of inquiries. 

“They are also required to assist 
the Coroner in directing briefs to 
inquests,” Insp Hayes said. 

“This unit has an oversight 
responsibility for all aviation 
fatalities.This includes planes, 
paragliders and hot air balloons. 

We are also responsible for 
Phase Four of the Disaster 
Victim Identification process.” 


All police in the unit are 
prosecutors, but Insp Hayes 
said working in the Coroners 
Court was a lot different to 
criminal courts and required 
a diverse range of skills. 

“The Coroners Court is not 
an adversarial system. It is not 
necessarily about finding someone 
to blame, but about fact finding 
and making recommendations to 
try to prevent deaths happening 
in certain circumstances.” 

Some well-known outcomes 
from Victorian Coronial inquests 
include compulsory pool fences, 
bicycle helmets and lifejackets 
for personal water craft users. 

Senior Sergeant Jenette Brumby 
was recently part of a class inquest, 
where deaths of a similar nature 
are examined at the onetime. 

This inquest examined two 
separate drownings of newly- 
arrived immigrants. 

The first was a 13-year-old boy 
who went to Dandenong Creek in 
Doveton on 9 March, 2008 with his 
cousin. He got stuck in the water 
and drowned. He had arrived in 
Australia less than 1 2 months 
earlier from Tanzania and was 
unable to swim. 

The second drowning occurred 
on 7 February, 2009 when a 
23-year-old man went to Frankston 
beach with his family and friends to 
cool off on an extremely hot day. He 
had arrived in Melbourne just two 
weeks before his death, intending 
to study. He also could not swim. 

“It is unfortunate that people 
who are immigrants and tourists 
to Australia appear to be over¬ 
represented in the statistics for 
drowning,” Sen Sgt Brumby said. 


“This particular inquest was 
about exploring whether enough 
information and education 
regarding water safety is made 
available to people when they 
come to Australia. 

“My role was to suggest and 
get in contact with experts in this 
field and provide information and 
reference for the Coroner.” 

At the time of going to 
print, the Coroner had not yet 
made recommendations in this 
inquest, but they are expected 
later this year. 

Another recent inquest Ldg Sen 
Const Antolini assisted in was an 
incident involving an 84-year-old 
woman being administered a drug 
she was allergic to at a Melbourne 
hospital. The woman died. 

“The question at this inquest 
was whether the elderly lady died 
from her pre-existing medical 
condition or from being given a 
drug she was allergic to,” he said. 

“She had a dead bowel and a 
bad heart, but we had to investigate 
whether the allergic reaction 
caused her death to come earlier.” 

While thefindings in this have also 
not been handed down, proforma 
drug charts at the hospital where 
the incident happened have been 
changed to avoid any confusion. 

“Sometimes it’s just not so 
black and white,” Ldg Sen Const 
Antolini said. ■ 
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Sgt McDowell and Coast Preuscheturn heads as they patrol the bustling nightlife 
spots along Chapel Street. The constant police presence has gone a long way i n 
reducingelcohol-related violence. 
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POLICE LIFE’S BLUE TAYLOR SPENT A DAY AND 
NIGHT ATONE OF MELBOURNE’S MOST POPULAR 
SHOPPING AND ENTERTAINMENT PRECINCTS 
WHERE POLICE ARE KEPTONTHEIRTOES. 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


T he smiling face of Sergeant 
Gary Silk is the first thing I 
notice as I walk through the door. 

I stare at his portrait for just 
a moment, but my attention is 
quickly stolen by the faces in 
portraits that join him. 

Senior Constable Rodney 
Miller, Constable Steven Tynan 
and Constable Damian Eyre.They 
were all passionate police. They all 
worked at Prahran police station. 
They were all murdered. 


PATROLLING PRAHRAN 

.01 Const Preusche speaks to 

licensed venue operators at one 
of Prahran’s popular nightspots. 

.02 Hoon behaviour is targeted, 
even by police on foot patrol. 


I have heard their names a 
thousand times and know their 
stories like the back of my hand, 
but somehow standing in the 
station where they worked serves 
as a harsh reminder of the risks 
police take every day. 

I only avert my eyes from the 
memorial when a fresh-faced 
constable appears from behind 
the mirrored wall. 

“G’day,” he smiles. 

I walk towards the counter, 
suddenly more aware of the 
dangers of policing, and more 
apprehensive about taking to 
the streets with Prahran’s 
nightshift crew. 

It is after midnight and the phones 
are alive and buzzing.The monitors 
show cells already occupied by the 
drunk and disorderly. 


I * * 



To the left, a policewoman talks to 
a well-dressed young man arrested 
for drug-possession. To the right, a 
policeman escorts an intoxicated 
man to an interview room. 

Straight ahead a door bursts 
open. Paramedics carrying bags 
of medical equipment rush past 
before disappearing down the hall. 
The faces of the slain members 
creep back into mind. I gulp and 
shift uncomfortably in my seat. 

“Tonight’s been quiet,” the 
burly watchhouse keeper says, 
noticing my stunned expression. 
“Last night a guy was glassed, 
nearly lost his eye. 

“At least we’ve got the guy 
who did it, I guess,” he says 
before answering another call. 


The world-famous strip is a bustling shopping precinct during the day but 
transforms into one of Melbourne's most popular nightlife areas, offering 
hundreds of bars, pubs and nightclubs, 


continued page 14 ... 



Prahran police have developed a good rapport with licensed venue owners Sgt McDowell notices a car driving down the wrong way of a one-way street. He 

and their staff. promptly pulls the car over before conducting a breath test on the woman. 
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from page 13... 

Ten minutes later I am joined by 
the nightshift crew, Sergeant Andy 
McDowell and Constable Brooke 
Preusche. We jump into a car and 
drive towards Chapel Street. 

The impact of the police car’s 
presence is clear. As it crawls along 
the street every face turns to stare. 

The world-famous strip is a 
bustling shopping precinct during 
the day but transforms into one of 
Melbourne’s most popular nightlife 
areas, offering hundreds of bars, 
pubs and nightclubs. 

While police cars patrol the 
streets, members on foot patrol are 
also out and about, walking among 
thousands of revellers, standing 
out in their high-visibility vests. 

Meanwhile, plain-clothed 
members take a stealth approach, 
blending into the crowds and 
visiting nightclubs targeting drug 
users or traffickers. 

“We patrol everywhere from 
Malvern to South Yarra, Windsor, 
Toorak and St Kilda,” Sgt McDowell 
said. “But on Saturday nights our 
real focus is proactive policing 
around Chapel Street. Having a 
visible police presence is the 
single best way to reduce violence, 
drug use, drink-driving and 
antisocial behaviour.” 


People clutter the streets, trying 
to wave down taxis while shouting 
to their friends across the road. 

Sgt McDowell slows the car 
to a halt, clicking his tongue in 
disappointment at a young woman 
standing in the middle of the road. 

“What are you doing?” he asks. 

She is clearly tipsy, stumbling in 
her heels and giggling loudly, but on 
realising it is a policeman the voice 
belongs to she appears to sober 
up, standing upright and backing 
towards the curb. 

“I’m just trying to get a taxi,” 
she says meekly. 

“Move off the road then. 

You’ll get hit by a car if you 
keep standing there.” 

She quickly stumbles back 
onto the pavement and disappears 
into her group of friends. 

Others who had been standing 
near the curb do not need to 
be told twice. They too return 
to the pavement. 

“A big part of our role is to check 
the licensed venues. There are 
hundreds, but 43 that we refer to 
as high-risk, which means they 


can stay open until 3am. These are 
the places we might get trouble 
from, so we want to ensure they 
are working in line with what their 
licence allows,” Sgt McDowell said. 

As we approach one of the 
venues you can tell there is a 
problem already.The line is long, 
the crowd is restless and the 
footpath is overcrowded. 

“You guys need to move,” 

Sgt McDowell tells the crowd, 
waving them along. “You can’t 
block the footpath, if you’re not 
in line, move along.” 

The nightclub security staff 
immediately follow Sgt McDowell’s 
initiative and start shuffling the 
crowd away. 

“We have a really good 
relationship with the security 
staff,” Sgt McDowell says as the 
crowd starts to disperse. 


“If we come here and tell them 
to keep the footpath clear, they will 
continue doing it all night.That’s 
why it’s so important for us to be 
out here doing these things. We 
need to keep everything in order.” 

After checking the club’s 
licence and ensuring everyone is 
well-behaved, the police take to 
patrolling Prahran’s quieter streets. 
Almost immediately, Sgt McDowell 
notices a car with no headlights 
driving down the wrong way of a 
one-way street. 

Flicking on the lights and 
siren he takes a sharp left 
into the dark alley. 

The rusty old car grinds to a 
halt. The driver knows she has 
been spotted. 

“Do you realise you’re driving 
down a one-way street?” he asks 
the woman. 



Const Preusche interviews a drunk-driver. Constables Burton and Burdett are briefed by Const Hart before heading out on 

foot patrol. 
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She shakes her head. 

“Where have you been tonight?” 

She shakes her head again, this 
time mumbling something under 
her breath. 

“Do you have a licence?” 

Sgt McDowell asks. 

“No,” she answers. 

The stench of alcohol wafts 
from the window. This time it is 
Sgt McDowell who shakes his head. 

“Stay there,” he orders, marching 
back to the police car before 
returning with a preliminary 
breath test device. 

After finishing the test, Sgt 
McDowell opens the door and the 
woman stumbles from her car, 
slammingthe door behind her 
before throwing a mini-tantrum. 
She has been caught overthe limit. 

“Her licence is disqualified and 
she’s blown the limit,” Sgt McDowell 
tells Const Preusche, throwing 
her the keys. 

Const Preusche parks the 
woman’s car in a nearby lot 
before she is taken back to the 
police station where she will 
spend the next hour undergoing 
further breath testing, being 
interviewed and charged. 


DAY SHIFT 

.03 Prahran’s strong police presence 
has been essential in reducing 
crime and improvingthe public’s 
perception of safety. 

.04 Constables Hart and Burton step 
away from Chapel Street to patrol 
Prahran’s residential areas. 


As the early morning arrives, I 
feel a little worse-for-wear and 
head home for some sleep before 
my next shift. 

I drag myself into the station 
in the afternoon and am greeted 
by the three constables tasked to 
work foot patrol. 

Constables Daniel Burton and 
Caroline Burdett are fresh from the 
Victoria Police Academy. They will 
spend the next two years patrolling 
the streets of Prahran. 

Constable Cal Hart, on the other 
hand, has been there for years. 

“Today we’ll be patrolling 
Chapel Street and the areas 
surrounding the housing flats,” 
he tells the group at the start of 
their shift. “We will also do some 
traffic duties and check out the 
second-hand dealer shops.” 


As we walk down Chapel 
Street just 1 2 hours after the 
busy night before, it is hard to 
believe it is the same place. The 
pavements are no longer scattered 
with rowdy revellers, but with 
people eating lunch and groups 
of women walking with shopping 
bags in hand. 

“People along Chapel Street are 
generally well-behaved during the 
day,” Const Hart explained. “One 
of the main problems is youth 
offending around the commission 
houses. A lot of the time their 
parents are nowhere to be found. 
They may have drug or alcohol 
problems so they’re not around to 
keep an eye on their children. 

“But usually, when we arrive, 
the youths will be cooperative 
and move along,” he said. 

I arrive back at the station 
just after 5pm to meet with 
Stonnington’s Inspector 
Adrian White. 


“As you would have seen, our 
biggest problem in Prahran is 
alcohol-related violence on 
Chapel Street,” he said. “In the 
past year we have come a long 
way in changing this. 

“We are part of Stonnington’s 
Liquor Licensing Accord, which 
is an initiative between police, 
licensed venues and Stonnington 
Council in trying to stop alcohol- 
fuelled violence while ensuring the 
responsible service of alcohol. 

“Instead of working against the 
licensed venues we are working 
together to stop these problems 
by making sure that patrons who 
are too intoxicated are not served 
more alcohol or even better, not 
let into venues. 

“We have built up a great rapport 
with the owners of these venues 
and we’ve seen a huge improvement 
in the community’s perception 
of safety while also witnessing a 
reduction in violence. 

“The way I try to keep Prahran 
police station on the right track 
is to ask myself every single day, 
would I feel comfortable with my 
daughters going out here?, and 
the answer is yes, I would.” ■ 


"The way I try to keep Prahran police station on the right track is 
to ask myself every single day, would I feel comfortable with my 
daughters going out here?" 



Const Burton speaks with a local resident in one of Prahran’s public housing flats. 


Const Hart checks the records of a local second-hand dealer to determine if any 
stolen property has been handed in. 
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SONAR SEARCH 

.01 Sen Const McDonald deploys 
the ROV off a pier to scan the 
water for a potential threat. 

.02 The ROV can be transformed 
to suit various environments 
and operational needs. 



VICTORIA POLICE’S UNDERWATER SECURITY TEAM AND THEIR 
SKILFUL ROBOTS HAVE PROVEN THAT IF SOMETHING IS LOST AT 
SEA, THEY ARE LIKELY TO BE THE FIRST TO FIND IT. 


"It would have been near impossible to find the 
boat without that equipment," 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY CLARE PLUECKHAHN 

A container ship sits at Port 
Melbourne, awaitingthe 
go-ahead for its contents to be 
offloaded. Below the surface of 
the water, unbeknownst to crew 
onboard, is a small robot, searching 
the ship’s hull, looking for anything 
out of the ordinary. 

Victoria Police’s Remote 
Operated Vehicle (ROV) searches 
the hull, provides details to police 
on a nearby boat and then makes 
its way to the next target. 

Maintaining port security is just 
one of the roles undertaken by the 
Underwater Security Team (UST). 

With the help of the ROVs and 
other sonar technology, police in 
the unit ensure nothing untoward 
enters Victoria’s ports, while also 
scanning the state’s waterways 
in search of anything that may be 
hiding below the water line. 


The UST’s Sergeant Adrian 
Sinclair said the technology, 
which is becoming more widely 
used across Victoria, had been 
instrumental in locating objects 
relating to police investigations 
and more. 

“Whether it be a sunken boat, a 
crashed plane, a deceased person, 
or any sort of evidence underwater, 
the sonar and the ROVs will search 
for it,” he said. 

In Port Phillip Bay in April 2009, 
the team searched a 20 square 
nautical mile area to find a boat 
that sank during a storm. 

“The single male occupant 
died and was recovered, but we 
didn’t know where his vessel was,” 
Sgt Sinclair said. 

“It was critical to the inquest that 
the boat be recovered so we used 
the side scan sonar to clear the 
area. We did a reverse plot, taking 
into account the wind and tide 
movements and located the boat in 
19 metres of water. We confirmed 
and inspected the vessel with the 
ROV and raised it with lift bags. 

“It would have been near 
impossible to find the boat 
without that equipment.” 


Senior Constable Jay McDonald 
said the team used radial 
sonar, side scan sonar and 
ROV capabilities to take on 
large-scale searches. 

The sonar technology can take 
images of the seabed and logs 
the location details so the area 
can be found at a later stage. 

The ROVs however, can move 
through the water to film an 
area and send information to the 
operator. It can be used in the 
dark and has a claw that allows 
it to pick up an object and bring 
it to the surface. 

In December, while police were 
proactively scanning the Yarra 
River using the ROV, the team came 
across several dumped vehicles. 

“We found about 12 cars between 
the Princes Bridge and Burnley and 
there are probably plenty more in 
there,” he said. 

This discovery followed a similar 
one the unit was involved in, along 
the Maribyrnong River in 2008, 
where more than 100 stolen or 
fraud-related disposed vehicles 
were salvaged. 

While many searches in the 
ocean or in Victoria’s rivers, dams 
and lakes are for the purpose 
of solving a crime, the unit’s 
technology has helped to find 
some more challenging objects. 


“We’ve done a bit of work 
with Heritage Victoria in relation 
to historical wrecks in the bay,” 

Sen Const McDonald said. 

“Shortly after World War II, 

Navy aircraft carriers were sent 
around the world on a good¬ 
will visit. They did a flyover of 
Melbourne and as they were 
landing in Frankston two of them 
collided and killed all the crew. 

That was more than 60 years ago. 

“Heritage Victoria asked if we 
could find the two crash sites. It 
was a needle in a haystack, but we 
found them and put the ROV down 
and gave them the coordinates. 

“Since then, relatives of the 
crash crew came from overseas 
and were able to go to the crash 
site and have a service for them.” 

“If something is lost at sea, 
we’ve got the capability to find it,” 
Sgt Sinclair said. 

However, there is one sunken 
boat that continues to elude 
the team. 

“The victims have been recovered 
and some would say the case 
is closed, but the boat hasn’t 
been found and, as far as we’re 
concerned, that’s still an open case 
for us to do,” Sgt Sinclair said. ■ 
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"It was critical to the inquest that the boat be 
recovered so we used the side scan sonar to 
clear the area. We did a reverse plot, taking into 
account the wind and tide movements and 
located the boat in 19 metres of water." 
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WHAT BEGAN AS A ROUTINE ARRESTTURNED 
INTO ONE OF VICTORIA POLICE’S BIGGEST 
WEAPONS HAULS. 


A SAFER 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 




A cting Senior Sergeant Geoff 
Owen was working for the 
Transit Regional Response Unit 
on 1 2 August, 2008 when he 
arrested two offenders over 
a stolen mobile phone. 

When searching one of the 
offenders, a 23-year-old woman, 
he found a brand new pair of 
knuckle dusters and OC spray. 

“I thought it was a bit strange. 
The weapons are illegal, but these 
were brand new and still in the 
wrapping,” A/Sen Sgt Owen said. 

After some investigation 
he discovered the woman had 
bought the weapons at the 
Laverton Market. 

Deciding to investigate further, 
A/Sen Sgt Owen went out in plain 
clothes with Detective Senior 
Constable Carolyn Tabone from 
theTransit Crime Investigation 
Unit and located the man selling 
the weapons. 


Det Sen Const Tabone told the 
man she wanted somethingto 
protect herself with. He suggested 
she purchase OC spray and covertly 
sold her one for $12. 

“He was selling all kinds of 
weapons, flick knives, daggers and 
tasers, I just knew we were onto 
something,” A/Sen Sgt Owen said. 

A/Sen Sgt Owen established 
the man sellingthe weapons was 
Shao Zong Ma. Acting on a hunch, 
he decided to ring the Australia 
Customs and Border Protection 
Service (Customs) and flag Ma’s 
name and details with its officers. 

He had obtained warrants 
against Ma, but held off on 
executingthem while he waited 
to hear from Customs. 

It was worth the wait. A Customs 
officer rang him on 28 January, 

2009 to say a shipping container 
from China, registered under 
Ma’s Campbellfield address, 
was on its way to Melbourne. 
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WEAPONS HAULED 

.01 A Customs officer with 
the weapons found in the 
illegal shipment. 

.02 Knives and OC spray were just 
some of the confiscated goods. 


"Geoff just thought that he was onto something and his quick 
thinking led him to ring and alert us in case a shipment was on its 
way. It was good thinking and turned out to be a huge windfall." 




On 2 February the container 
arrived. The list on the side 
indicated there were drill bits, 
flashlights, porcelain vases and 
ceramic floortiles inside, but this 
was not the case. The container 
was put through an x-ray machine 
and weapons were discovered 
immediately. 

Customs investigators executed 
federal warrants and, along with 
A/Sen Sgt Owen and Det Sen 
Const Tabone, they raided Ma’s 
Campbellfield factory. 

More weapons were found there. 

“Fie remained polite at all times,” 
A/Sen Sgt Owen said. 

“Fie admitted to having had other 
containers shipped into Australia 
and that he sold all the goods at 
markets around Melbourne.” 

During that heist, one of the 
biggest Victoria Police and Customs 
officers had seen, they found 
4299 weapons with a street value 
between $11 2,000 and $172,000. 

Ma had paid only $1 200 for the 
full container. 


The weapons seized were 1499 
OC sprays, 237 extendable batons, 
586 flick knives, 349 spring knives, 

1486 knuckle dusters, 188 stun 
guns and 240 butterfly knives. 

Customs charged Ma under 
federal offences relating to the 
importation of the weapons. 

A smaller quantity of similar 
weapons was also discovered 
during the raid at Ma’s 
Campbellfield factory. Victoria 
Police took over prosecution 
of these weapons, as it could 
not be proven that they had 
been imported. 

A/Sen Sgt Owen believes lives 
could have been saved from getting 
this many weapons off the street. 

“This resulted in more than 
4000 weapons removed from the 
community. Ma sold these weapons 
purely for profit. Fie gave no thought 
as to what could have happened, 
what injuries could have been 
sustained once those weapons 
left his hands,” he said. 


Ma faced Werribee Magistrates’ 
Court on 19 April, 2009 where he 
pleaded guilty to possessing the 
prohibited weapons found at his 
factory and was fined $750. After a 
short contest on the same day, he 
was also found guilty of selling the 
prohibited weapon to Det Sen Const 
Tabone at the Laverton Market. 

On 16 August he attended the 
Melbourne County Court for the 
importation charges. Ma was 
sentenced to two years’jail, to 
serve eight months. Fie will be 
released on good behaviour for 
the remaining 16 months. 

Customs’senior investigator 
Lynsey Robinson said the joint 
operation showed crime-fighting 
agencies worked well together. 

“Geoff just thought that he was 
onto something and his quick 
thinking led him to ring and alert us 
in case a shipment was on its way. 

It was good thinking and turned 
out to be a huge windfall,” she said. 

“We worked really well 
together and got a great 
result for the community.” 

A/Sen Sgt Owen said he 
learnt a lot from working with 
Customs on the case. 


“It was great to be able to 
appreciate the abilities of other 
agencies. It was a real learning 
curve and also helped me build 
relationships for further queries 
I might have.” 

He said the Ma case was an 
excellent example of the scope 
of jobs police came across. 

“Because I was working at 
Transit atthetime and some 
of the members there were 
involved in the initial arrest 
of the lady, they got to see how 
the case progressed and was 
eventually solved. 

“Working in Transit brings 
such a variety of jobs, it’s not 
just about policing on trains. 

“While we sometimes pick 
up people on public transport 
with one or two weapons, this 
job led to a massive seizure of 
imported weapons.” ■ 


"It was great to be able to appreciate the abilities 
of other agencies. It was a real learning curve 
and also helped me build relationships for further 
queries I might have." 
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GRAFFITI MURAL 

.01 Ldg Sen Const Stefaniw talks 
with the youths who helped 
create the murals. 

.02 Sen Const Prince stands in 
front of the Phar Lap mural. 




GRAFFITI CAN BE A PROBLEM IN ALL AREAS 
OF VICTORIA. THE MOORABBIN PROACTIVE 
POLICING UNIT (MPPU) MEMBERS,TIRED OF 
GRAFFITI PLAGUING SHOPPING PRECINCTS, 
DECIDED TO SEE IF GETTING YOUTHS TO PAINT 
MURALS WOULD CURBTHE ISSUE IN THEIR 
AREA. SO FAR IT HAS. 


CONNECTING 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


I n what was once a bleak, 
unattractive walk-way leading 
from Coles in Caulfield to the 
main street, is a brightly painted 
artwork featuring Australian war 
hero,SirJohn Monash. 

People used to be afraid to 
wander through the walk-way 
because the walls were covered 
in graffiti tags. Now, three months 
since the mural was painted, 
there is not a spray-painted 
scribble in sight. 

Youth Resource Officer Senior 
Constable Lisa Prince said public 
perception was everything. 


“People now feel safer to walk 
down there, it looks nice and bright 
and more appealing,” she said. 

Fed up with the constant stream 
of graffiti on the walls of shops, 
businesses and entertainment 
venues, members from the MPPU 
had the idea to try a project where 
local youths, responsible for a lot of 
the graffiti, produced works of art 
with historical significance. 

The MPPU’s Leading Senior 
Constable Peter Stefaniw knew 
the project was risky, but is happy 
it has been a success. 

“We knew we had to try 
something different and it has 
been great seeing the teenagers 
getting involved and being proud 
of the projects they are working 
on,” he said. 


"We knew we had to try something different 
and it has been great seeing the teenagers 
getting involved and being proud of the projects 
they are working on." 


The project is a collaboration 
between Monash University, 
Victoria Police and the Caulfield 
Park Community School. So far two 
murals, the one of Sir John Monash 
on Derby Crescent and another 
featuring Phar Lap on the corner of 
Sir John Monash Drive and Derby 
Road, have been completed. 

Professional artist Jason 
Catherine has also been involved 
in both projects. 

Ldg Sen Const Stefaniw said 
for many of the students involved 
it was the first time they had 
been positively acknowledged 
for something they had done. 

“With both murals they had to 
go away and research their topic 
and learn about it. Throughout the 
painting phase they were all proud 
of their work and worked tirelessly 
to get it done,” he said. 

“There was one instance when 
a business owner came out and 
questioned what they were doing 
and told the teenagers it was a 
waste of time and had a go at the 
police for being involved. 

“We all held ourtongues, and 
when the mural was finished the 
same man came out and said how 
great it looked and how he would 
like one on his wall. That was 
really positive.” 

Caulfield Park Community 
School instructor David Ray 
said he had seen a change in 
the students involved. 


“It’s been really successful 
in engagingthe kids in the 
professional world. It has given 
them skills to consider getting 
jobs and some of them have even 
entertained the idea of starting 
a business painting murals on 
businesses’walls,” Mr Ray said. 

Fifteen-year-old Luen,who 
admitted to being responsible for 
graffiti in the past, believed the 
murals would stay un-tagged. 

“Other taggers out there have 
respect for art and they will 
hopefully leave our murals 
alone,” he said. 

Jackson, 15, thought it was 
a ‘cool’ idea when he was asked 
to participate. 

“It was a lot of fun being involved 
and it was great working with the 
artist who taught us a lot about 
putting a mural together,” he said. 

Ldg Sen Const Stefaniw said 
the projects had also engaged 
the community. 

“For the most part, the 
community are happy to see us 
cleaning up the area with the 
murals. Many stop and ask us 
about it,” he said. 

“When we were doingthe 
Sir John Monash one, an elderly 
lady stopped and said ‘oh his face 
is fatter than that,’ and I said ‘how 
do you know?’ and she told me 
Sir John Monash was her husband’s 
great grandfather. 

“It’s about engaging these at-risk 
youths in something productive 
while instilling confidence in them. 
It’s been so rewarding to see their 
opinion of police change as well as 
their interest in school increase.” 
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PREVENTING THEFT 

.01 Melbourne East police have 
developed good relationships 
with staff at retail stores in 
the CBD. 

.02 Myer’s loss prevention staff take 
part in the monthly meetings with 
police to discuss theft prevention. 



POLICE ARE ENCOURAGING RETAILERS TO 
WORK WITH THEM TO PREVENT SHOPLIFTING. 


More than 20,000 shoplifting offences occur 
across Victoria each year, taking op an extensive 
amount of police time and resources and costing 
retailers billions. 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


A ll eyes turn toward the shopfront 
as the familiar sound of the door 
alarm goes off. 

It is usually someone completely 
innocent, who has accidentally 
picked up a frock too close to the 
exit. But sometimes the person 
who everyone is glaring accusingly 
at, has been caught in the act. 

In a matter of seconds, the 
person is surrounded, their bag 
checked, and quietly escorted to 
another section of the store. 

Whether it is a supermarket, 
department store or local milk 
bar, shoplifting is a common 
problem facing retail outlets. 

More than 20,000 shoplifting 
offences occur across Victoria each 
year, taking up an extensive amount 
of police time and resources and 
costing retailers billions. 


In a Victorian first, Melbourne 
East and Melbourne Intelligence 
Team police are encouraging 
retailers to leave their competitive 
streaks at the door and work 
together to cut down shop theft. 

Every month, a group of 
representatives from Melbourne 
retailers including Myer, Big W, 
Woolworths, David Jones, Crown 
Casino and more gather for a 
meeting with police where they 
discuss their shoplifting issues. 

Melbourne East police station’s 
Sergeant Mark Pollard has 
organised the meetings since 
they began a year ago. 

“The group shares advice about 
reducing retail theft, listens to 
presentations from experts, 
discusses common problems and 
helps identify offenders,” he said. 


WHAT ITEMS ARE 
STOLEN MOST? 

Women’s clothing is the most 
popular item for thieves in Victoria, 
followed by men’s clothing and 
cosmetics. 


“Some of the retailers are 
experiencing the same issues. 
They are seeing smaller groups 
of thieves, staff collusion, and 
professional thieves. 

“We are trying to understand 
their business and find out 
what crime trends they are 
experiencing, so we can take 
our policing strategies and 
cater for those issues.” 

Recently, police sent out 
photographs of 26 unidentified 
offenders to the retailers’ loss 
prevention officers in the hope 
staff at the stores would 
recognise them. 

Melbourne Intelligence Team’s 
Acting Sergeant Darren Kenos 
said six were identified within 
24 hours of the photographs 
being distributed. 


“We couldn’t do that by ourselves. 
The fact that police can’t identify 
these people and the retailers have 
is positive,” A/Sgt Kenos said. 

“One of the offenders identified 
was linked to a few other incidents 
in the east and we have been 
able to tie that all together.” 

A/Sgt Kenos said the 
meetings were showing 
benefits for all involved. 

“We’ve developed good 
relationships with the retailers, 
so they can ask us for advice if 
they are having certain issues 
and they give us an understanding 
of what the stores need from us,” 
he said. 

“The last time I visited Myer I 
ended up arresting a shoplifter.” ■ 


SHOPLIFTING STATISTICS 

I ] Eighty per cent of thieves are repeat offenders and most of them have a 

drug addiction. 

' ] Most thefts occur between noon and 4pm. 

II More than half of offenders caught by police are aged 15 to 25. 

1 ] Between 20 and 30 per cent of thefts are committed by organised groups. 

I ] In Australia, 41 per cent of retailers’ loss of stock is attributed to 
employee theft. 

[ 1 Most stolen property is disposed on eBay and at second-hand dealers 
and markets. Younger thieves generally keep the property for themselves. 


www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife 


POLICELIFE FEBRUARY 2011 Q 25 ^ 







COMMUNITY MEETING 
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= WAY AHEAD 


WITH VICTORIA POLICE’S FIVE-YEAR PLAN 
ALMOST HALF-WAYTHROUGH, CHIEF 
COMMISSIONER SIMON OVERLAND IS HITTING 
THE ROAD, SHARING THE SUCCESSES AND 
CHALLENGES THE ORGANISATION IS FACING 
WITH THE COMMUNITY 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY MATTHEW FURNEAUX 


COMMUNITY VISITS 

.01 Chief Commissioner Simon 

Overland addresses the audience. 
.02 The MelbourneTown Hall 
was the site of one of the 
community meetings. 


T hroughout January and February, 
Chief Commissioner Simon 
Overland hosted nine community 
meetings across Victoria. At 
each one he made a 20 minute 
presentation, outlining key 
achievements and outcomes in line 
with the five-year plan The Way 
Ahead 2008-13. He then opened 
the floor to questions. 


The meetings were held in 
Melbourne, Footscray, Wangaratta, 
Frankston, Morwell, Bendigo, 
Geelong, Broadmeadows and Knox. 

The Way Ahead 2008-13 sets 
out Victoria Police’s priorities, 
values and directions. At the 
meetings Mr Overland told his 
audiences he was happy with the 
progress at the half-way mark of 
the plan, but said there was still 
room for improvement. 

“We have made crime, public 
safety and road safety our 
focus for delivering a safer 
Victoria,” Mr Overland said. 

“In delivering, we have 
achieved some excellent 
results in reducing crime.” 



"We have achieved 
some excellent results 
in reducing crime." 


He told the community priorities 
included reducing overall crime by 
12 per cent and achieving a road toll 
of 237 by 2017. 

“In terms of crime, at this stage 
we have seen it drop by almost five 
per cent,” Mr Overland said. 

Some other achievements 
Mr Overland mentioned included 
maintaining a highly visible police 
presence through initiatives like 
the Safe Streets Taskforce and 
the Operations Response Unit, 
seeing community confidence 
and satisfaction with Victoria 
Police at 83 per cent and the 
introduction of new weapons 
to replace the revolvers. 

Mr Overland also acknowledged 
Victoria Police would face 
challenges now and in the future. 
Some of those are making people 
safer on public transport, reducing 
crimes against people, and 
emergency management. 

“Doing the community meetings 
was a great opportunity to hear 
from the community and our 
people about what we have been 
doing well, what needs improving 
and whether our focus needs to 
change over the next five-years 
so that less Victorians become 
victims of crime.” ■ 
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VICTORIA POLICE’S MOST WELL-KNOWN 
RECRUIT HAS TAKEN HER SKILLS TO THE 
STREETS AS A PROBATIONARY CONSTABLE. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
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GRADUATION JOY 

.01 Recruit Attard used Twitter to 
keep her followers updated 
on her progress at the Victoria 
Police Academy. 


W hen Victoria Police launched 
its biggest recruitment drive 
last year, Probationary Constable 
Stephanie Attard became the face 
of the campaign. 

She shared her experiences at 
the Victoria Police Academy with 
more than 1600 followers on social 
networking site Twitter. Using an 
iPad, Const Attard would tweet 
about various aspects of Academy 
life every day. 


Since graduating on 1 2 
November, she has swapped her 
iPad for a police badge and has 
been busy attending incidents. 

“I got to spend two days directing 
traffic in the city, which was 
more challenging than I thought, 
especially when the traffic lights 
were turned off on the corner of 
Collins and King streets,” she said. 

For the next few months Const 
Attard is posted at Melton police 
station and is enjoying being on 
the beat. 


"It was positive having many people who wanted to become police 
commenting on my tweets or other recruits saying thank you for letting 
everyone know what it was like," 



“I’ve been doing a lot of different 
jobs, working in the watchhouse or 
going out in the van,” she said. 

“The very first job I was sent 
out to in the van was a suicide 
and I think I handled it better 
than I expected. 

“I was a bit apprehensive as I 
opened the door and it was the 
first dead body I had seen apart 
from those at the Coroners Court 
during recruitment training, but I’m 
happy with the way I handled it.” 

Speaking of the Twitter 
experience, Const Attard said 
it was an overall great experience. 

“It was a bit strange having every 
single person at the Academy 
knowing who I was. But on the other 
hand it was positive having many 
people who wanted to become 
police commenting on my tweets 
or other recruits saying thank you 
for letting everyone know what it 
was like,” she said. 

While her police career has 
only just begun, Const Attard is 
already planning where she 
would like it to head. 

“I’d really like to end up at 
one of the Sexual Offences and 
Child Abuse Investigation Teams,” 
she said. 

“I’ve always wanted to be a 
detective and now to work in this 
specialised unit you have to be. 

Just the fact that you would be 
helping people who have had some 
of the worst crimes imaginable 
committed against them would 
be rewarding.” ■ 
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VICTORIA POLICI 


LEADING SENIOR 
CONSTABLE ♦ 


and crammed onto a boat in 

Vietnam headed-, for refuge in 
Australia. Bqt what-should have 
been a three-bay journey quickly 
turned to 10 whentWir boat was 
raided by seven pirate ships. 

“By the time we reached 
Malaysia, we had been robbed 
of all our possessions and had 
run out of drinking water,” he said 

Ldg Sen Const Luu clearly 
remembers their boat 


“I guess my past made me 
feel compelled to help others,” 
he said. ‘Joining Victoria Police 
was my way of doing this. 

“As a Vietnamese-Australian, I 
could see the cultural gap between 
the Asian community and police. I 
wanted to change this.” 

In October last year, Ldg Sen 
Const Luu helped to establish 
the Asian Culture Workshop, an 
initiative introduced to educate 
police in the differences of Asian 
cultures, religions and behaviour. 

“The response has been great,” 
he said. “There have been a huge 
number of police keen to deVefSP 
a better understanding of the 
community they work in and the 
residents appreciate this more 
than these members know.” 

Ldg Sen Const Luu was 
last year awarded the Police 
Multicultural Media Award 
for his work in building relations 
with the Vietnamese community 
and police. 


being sunk 
off the coast of Malaysia, forcing 
everyone on board to swim to shore. 

“We were more fortunate than 
others, though. Some neve^ made 
it and others endured extreme 
violence and even murder. In 
comparison to that, we were 
pretty lucky.” 

As the group washed up on 
shore they were gathered and 
taken to a refugee camp where 
they lived for the next six months 
before being sponsored to 
immigrate to Australia. 

Arriving in Sydney with noting 
but the clothing on their backs, his 
family stayed in a hostel before 
moving to Adelaide and eventually 
settling in Melbourne. 


EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 

PHOTOGRAPHY ALEX MCKAY 


D ike most people, Yarra Crime 
Desk’s Leading Senior Constable 
Trung Luu can only rememberthe 
major events of his childhood. 

For many, this might include 
the day they started school or 
their first family holiday. But for 
Ldg Sen Const Luu his fragmented 
memories are of a dangerous 
voyage through pirate-infested 
waters and a desperate swim 
to the shore of a foreign land. 

It was 1979. Ldg Sen Const Luu 
was just five years old when his 
family collected their belongings 


BUILDING BRIDGES 

.01 Ldg Sen Const Luu has been a 
vital link between police and 
Melbourne's Asian community. 

.02 It has been a long road from 
Ldg Sen Const Luu's past as a 
refugee fleeing Vietnam to 
a better life in Australia. 
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PICTURE THIS 



FOREVER FRIENDS 


Eastern Region’s traffic advisor Senior Sergeant 
Steve Rosewarne tells Police Life how a four- 
year-old leukaemia patient gave him a new 
perspective on life. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 


EDITORIAL SENIOR SERGEANT 
STEVE ROSEWARNE 
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SUPPORTIVE FRIEND 

.01 The courage Leukaemia sufferer 
Matthew showed during his 
illness gave Sen Sgt Rosewarne 
a new perspective on life. 


W hen I first started volunteering 
with Very Special Kids (VSK) I 
never knew it would have such an 
impact on my life. 

I had been involved with VSK, 
an organisation that provides 
supportto children with life- 
threatening illnesses, for about 
18 years when they contacted me 
about Matthew, a four-year-old 
leukaemia sufferer who loved 
anythingto do with police. 

He had been struggling with 
painful chemotherapy and lumbar 
treatments so they suggested I 
visit him in hospital to lift his 
spirits and keep him company. 




I assumed it would be just a few 
visits, but we clicked immediately 
and have become really good 
friends over the last three years. 

I organised for him to have a 
full-access tour of the Victoria 
Police Academy and, when it was 
time for him to start kindergarten, 

I drove him in a Highway Patrol car 
on his first day. 

I introduced him as my deputy, 
which was fantastic for his 
confidence. It gave him a sense 
of power and importance and 
was a great way for him to make 
friends, which can be hard 
for someone whose life is so 
interrupted by illness. 

Matthew now has his own 
collection of replica police 
equipment. He has shirts, 
hats and even a radio holster 
so now when I visit we play 
cops ‘n’ robbers together. 


It can be hard though. Although 

we have a great time, when the 

nurse comes in and tells him it’s 
time for treatment, his face just - * 
drops and you can see his anxiety 
and fear. It’s something I often 
find difficultto deal with, but his 
courage has been truly inspiring. 

In December, we were told 
Matthew was in remission. When 
he found out the good news he 
yelled it to his classroom at the top 
of his lungs.The adults broke down 
in tears and the children cheered. 

Being part of VSK and getting 
to know Matthew has been 
truly inspiring. It’s a hard feeling 
to explain, but when you walk 
away from the hospital you feel 
enlightened. You get a sense of a 
greater wellbeing and no longer 
feel the need to whinge about 
the petty things in life. 

I would encourage anyone 
to become involved because 
you are able to make a difference 
to someone’s life. And, the 
experience you get will make 
a difference to you.” ■ 


"It's a hard feeling to explain, but when you walk away from the hospital you 
feel enlightened. You get a sense of a greater wellbeing and no longer feel 
the need to whinge about the petty things in life." 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 



A PIECE OF OUR PAST 


While this event marked the 
introduction of canines at Victoria 



A DOG’S LIFE 


T hey are the four-legged members 
of Victoria Police. Their skills are 
unmatched by man or technology 
and their snouts are their vital tool. 
Tracking a human, detecting hidden 
property and sniffing out illegal 
substances is all in a day’s work for 
the Victoria Police Dog Squad and 
they have been playing a vital role 
in policing for more than 35 years. 

Man’s best friend was introduced 
to Victoria Police in May 1975 
following the public’s donation of 
seven German Shepherd pups. 


Police, research shows dogs have 
played a role in policing as far back 
as the 15th Century. 

The donated pups were initially 
put through their paces to test 
their suitability for life as a police 
dog. Once passingthe preliminary 
testing, the German Shepherds 
began their 24-week initial training 
course with emphasis placed on 
obedience and loyalty to their 
handlers. 

The 1975 training course also 
recognised that a canine’s sense of 
smell was the most important trait 
in any police dog.Their ability 
to track a target by scent was 
equally efficient in day and night 
environments and an acute 
sense of hearing was important 
as they were exposed to 
shopping centres, public 
buildings and beaches to 
simulate the realities of their 
working environment. 

For many years the Dog 
Squad relied on donations 
from the public to maintain 
a supply of police dogs. 
Pups that had outgrown 
their backyards, could 
not be regularly 
exercised or had grown 
beyond their owners’ 
expectations were put 
forward as potential 
Dog Squad recruits. 
Unfortunately, 
only one in 80 was 
deemed suitable. 


EDITORIAL STEPHANIE ANDERSON 


SQUAD HISTORY 

.01 Members of the first Dog Squad 
training course. 





It was as a result of such a low 
success rate that the Victoria 
Police Dog Squad breeding program 
began in 1989.The program started 
with carefully selected canines 
taking part in the breeding project 
at the training site in Attwood. 

At nine to 10 weeks of age, the 
pups born through the program 
were placed in the care of selected 
households as part of the Puppy 
Walker Scheme. The families would 
care for the pups up to 14 months 
of age when they would be returned 
to full-time training as police dogs. 

Today the Victoria Police Dog 
Squad is staffed by 38 specially- 
trained teams and responds to 
calls for assistance every day. ■ 


Items relating to Victoria Police’s 
history can be seen at the Victoria 
Police Museum, corner of Flinders 
and Spencer streets, Melbourne. 
Opening hours are from 10am to 
4pm, Monday to Saturday. Entry 
is free. For more information, 
telephone 9247 5214. 
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CARTOON 

CONNECTIONS 



I n the past, humorous cartoons regularly appeared in Police Life. 
This cartoon appeared in the June 1961 edition. 




WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN 
POLICE LIFE 21 YEARS AGO? 
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T he Victoria Police Search and Rescue Squad was ecstatic to receive 
their first shipment of hard-hat diving helmets in July 1989. 

The Kirby Morgan 
Superlites, valued at 
$5000, featured four 
in-built safety devices 
and improved stereo 
communications. 

The hard surface 
also provided excellent 
protection for the divers 
when they searched in 
the murky depths of 
shipwrecks and piers, 
most of which was 
conducted in zero 
visibility. ■ 
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PREPARE. 

ACT. 

SURVIVE. 


Planning ahead can save you and 
your family from being killed by fire. 

CFA has produced the FireReady Kit to help you understand 
your bushfire risk, prepare your property and develop a 
Bushfire Survival Plan. Obtain a copy by downloading it 
from www.cfa.vic.gov.au or phoning the Victorian Bushfire 
Information Line on 1800 240 667 or TTY 1800 122 969. 
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PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE. 

Ready My 
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